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By Bruce Walton
The Urban Agenda

Green droppings, fallen feath-
ers and uncomfortable walks 
near bodies of water in the park. 
It seems like just yesterday that 
the summer solstice arrived and 
the Canada goose made its yearly 
debut yet again.

Carl Smith, 48, who sometimes 
fishes along the Allegheny River, 
has lived in Hazelwood for 11 
years. Whenever he comes out, 
Smith says, “All you see is just 
flocks of geese.” Though they are 
abundant, Smith says that the 
geese are “just nature” and pose 
no real threat to him and his 
hobby.

Now that August has rolled 
around, the geese should start 
beginning to fly south soon. But 

would it seem residents have been 
seeing too much of the waterfowl 
than they’re supposed to?

According to several national 
and state wildlife organizations, 
there have been irregular sight-
ings of Canada (not “Canadian”) 
geese. The problem is not over-
population, according to Tom  
Fazi — the information and edu-
cation supervisor for the South-
west region of PA for the Pennsyl-
vania Game Commission — but 
rather that the birds are not leav-
ing when they normally should.

According to the commission, 
this irregularity has been going 
on for the last 20 years. And not 
only in Pennsylvania, but also in 
the entire Eastern region of the 
United States, Canada geese are 
making their homes and post-
poning their scheduled migra-

tions to the south.
According to National Geo-

graphic’s website, the Canada 
goose is a migratory and resident 
bird and it is adaptable to many 
habitats and can live wherever 
there are grasses, grains or ber-
ries to eat.

Because of changing weather, 
settlement and/or farming pat-
terns, many Canada geese have 
begun to shorten their migra-
tions or change their behavior 
to mimic resident geese. Typi-
cally, the birds stay in northern 
North America for the summer 
and fly south for the winter (or 
whenever cold weather comes 
by), the National Geographic site 
reports.

Now some northern popula-
tions have stayed in their win-
tering grounds in the southern 

U.S. and Mexico much longer 
than instinct should allow. Other 
Canada geese have become per-
manent residents of parks, subur-
ban neighborhoods, golf courses 
and other human habitats across 
much of North America.

Steve Sarro, the director of 
animal programs at the National 
Aviary in Pittsburgh, says there 
are plenty of resources in cities 
like Pittsburgh that have much 
vegetation in parks, walkways 
and grasslands for the geese to 
eat. Slowly but surely, the geese 
are affecting the environment.

And this invasion may also 
create a negative impact on the 
ecosystem as well. The waste of 
the waterfowls create a harmful 
impact on crops, and aside from 
the grasslands being eaten away, 
the waste can decimate the soil in 

which the vegetation grows.
The Pennsylvania Game 

Commission has been trying 
to reduce its abundance in the 
ecosystem by beginning target-
hunting seasons exclusively for 
Canada geese.

Those target seasons have 
been going on for about 10 years 
and they’ve been “working to 
some extent” says Fazi.

According to a July 31st Pitts-
burgh Post-Gazette article, the 
early statewide season for Can-
ada goose hunting runs Sept. 1-24, 
with a daily bag limit of eight and 
possession limit of 16.

It is unclear how fast the birds 
may be growing in local num-
bers, and it is even more unclear 
on how long it will take to bring 
the numbers of Canada geese 
down significantly. But the local, 
state and national wildlife orga-
nizations are trying their best to 
keep the invasion under control 
to protect the community and the 
ecosystem.

Canada geese involved in fowl play

By Matt Thomas
The Urban Agenda

On the corner of Fifth Ave-
nue and Bellefield Avenue lies 
snow as warm as the summer 
sun. The snow, which was arti-
ficial and paper-like flakes, is 
scattered next to a silver bar-
ricade around the Mellon Insti-
tute Library. 

Behind the barricade are 
stationed security officers, as 
fans and passers-by marvel at 
the sight.

The finale to “The Dark 
Knight” movie trilogy, the lat-
est in the Batman series, has 
found its filming home in Pitts-
burgh, and the last few weeks 
in the shoot bring signs of 
excitement with it. 

The trilogy has grossed a 
total of $1.37 billion worldwide 

with the first two installments, 
and Warner Brothers hopes to 
continue its success with next 
year’s installment, “The Dark 
Knight Rises.”

In the past week, the film 
was filming in Lawrenceville 
and the Mellon Institute 
Library, which has been con-
verted into Gotham City Hall. 
The film has covered both its 
locations in fake snow and 
surrounded its locations with 
large white tents and trailers.

Security for the film has 
been tight, going along with the 
story the movie being filmed 
was called “Magnus Rex,” a 
pseudo-name to try and throw 
fans off and to keep them guess-
ing. But with the publicity sur-
rounding the film, it was hard 
to keep the secret under wraps 
any longer.

“There’s been more traf-
fic in the area, and there have 
been people standing around 
for hours and not wanting to 
leave,” said Karin Webb, a 
woman who works near the set 
and did not want the name of 
her employer publicized. “It’s 
been so bad that it’s taken me 
two hours to get home.”

However, even with all the 
people and publicity around, 
multiple local businesses and 
restaurants such as Starbucks 
and Bruegger’s haven’t felt a 
increase in business. But peo-
ple still think the community 
has been helped.

“I think with the movie film-
ing here people have become 
more aware of the area, and 
that it has really showed what 
both Oakland and the Pitts-
burgh area have to offer,” Webb 

said. “Even my son that lives 
in Hawaii has called asking 
me about it so it is really get-
ting Pittsburgh more publicity 
nationally.”

So with filming continuing 
until the end of August, it’s 
expected that more people will 
visit the area.

“Originally I was coming 
to Pittsburgh to drop off my 
girlfriend for college, but when 
I found out the new Batman 
was filming I asked if we could 
go down a week early so we 
can see what’s going on,” said 
Drew Teller of Mayfield, Ohio. 
“Apparently we’ll be down here 
next week.”

Expect to see “The Dark 
Knight Rises” around the city 
in various areas including 
Heinz Field and other well-
known sites.

Dark Knight Rises on 
Pittsburgh neighborhoods

By Kelcei J. Edmonds
The Urban Agenda

Pittsburgh is known for 
its jazz legacy, but it has been 
developing a rap legacy that is 
gaining national recognition 
through the success of rappers 
such as Wiz Khalifa and Mac 
Miller.

To demonstrate this, the 
Community Empowerment 
Association, or CEA, is holding 
a “Rock the Burgh” concert at 
this year’s eighth annual Pitts-
burgh Black Family Reunion 
on Aug. 6 and 7. 

This concert is geared 
toward youth to showcase 
their talent and create an envi-
ronment where expression, 
networking and fellowship are 
surrounding them.

In May and June, the CEA 
invited people to submit a CD 
of their music or audition in 
person for a spot in the concert. 
Artists from the Pittsburgh 
area who are receiving buzz 
here and around the country 
will also be performing, such 
as S Money, Justus St. Poets 
and the Under Lords.

Coming together is a main 
theme Covington wants to 
emphasize through the con-
cert and other organizations 
the CEA has to offer for youth 
interested in music. 

This type of unity also helps 
in developing young musicians 
into successful artists.

“It’s easier if we all do it, 
instead of just you or me,” said 
Martell Covington, CEA spe-
cial projects manager.

The Hip Hop Academy of 
Pittsburgh, a two-day a week, 
20-week program for individu-
als ages 12 to 19, develops tal-
ent in Pittsburgh.

“We teach the ins and outs 
of hip hop,” said Covington. 
“We’re creating complete art-
ists.”

Doing everything from mar-
keting and publishing to photo 
shoots and recording, these 
students are becoming the 
future artists of our area.

While rappers Wiz Khalifa 
and Mac Miller brought atten-
tion to Pittsburgh, this isn’t 
the first time the area has been 
recognized as a music hub. 

Sean Jones and Shanice are 
also artists who called Pitts-
burgh home. 

During the late 1950s and 
early 1960s, jazz extraordi-
naire Miles Davis and John 

Coltrane knew Pittsburgh to 
be an area they couldn’t pass 
through without performing. 
Because jazz isn’t as popular 
as hip hop and rhythm and 
blues is today, Pittsburgh isn’t 
receiving the recognition it 
should, said Covington. 

But now that we are home to 
a rap superstar, some credit is 
finally being given.

“Hip hop is shaped by Pitts-
burgh producers, but people 
don’t know that,”  said Emmai 
Alaquiva, owner of Ya Momz 
House studios and founder 
of the program Hip Hop On 
L.O.C.K., which stands for 
leadership development, orga-
nizational skills, cooperative 
economics and knowledge of 
the music business.

Wiz Khalifa began his rap 
journey using ID Labs as a 
recording studio and joining 
the label Rostrum Records, 
both based in Pittsburgh. Mac 
Miller, who along with Khalifa 
graduated from Allderdice 
High School, also used the 
same recording studio and 
label. 

Alaquiva says that Benjy 
Grinberg, president of Ros-
trum Records, created a blue-
print for Khalifa and Miller to 
follow. 

He had relationships with 
people that made it easier for 
their music to be heard. “Com-
panies are scoping Pittsburgh, 
because it is one of the last 
major cities getting noticed for 
hip-hop,” Alaquiva says.

Ultimately, Pittsburgh has 
always been a popular city 
when it comes to music, but 
the recognition isn’t given.

“Important people are just 
now paying attention,” says 
Covington.

Pittsburgh 
becoming  

a hip hop hub

By Tara Williams
The Urban Agenda

To read or not to read: that 
is the question. An additional 
inquiry, too, is how exactly 
should 21st-century readers go 
about doing so?

The electronic book, or 
e-book, was born in 1971, with 
the first steps of Project Guten-
berg, a digital library for books 
in the public domain. 

It is nearly 40 years old, 
already. But since that time, 
thanks to technological 
advances such as small hand-
held pads that allow readers 
to download books online, the 
e-book is more accessible than 
ever.

Because of the access, a 
debate has ensued that asks 
whether people today should 
use the technologically 
advanced e-books or continue 
reading in the old-fashioned 

manner. 
Since there are no sure sta-

tistics swaying in either direc-
tion on the topic, it appears 
that is all a matter of opinion, 
and for some people it depends 
on what is most convenient at 
the time, and whether they are 
using the e-book readers for 
pleasure or for research.

The e-books are in high 
demand and are being pur-
chased at a rapid rate. 

Chloe Albanesius, news edi-
tor of PCmag.com, an online 
publication that reviews the 
latest tech gadgets, says that 
Barnes and Noble recently 
announced that they sell more 
e-books than physical books, 
and that the Nook, a reader’s 
tablet that holds 2 millions 
books, is its best selling item 
ever.

Supporters of the e-books 
argue that these technology 
savvy contraptions are friend-

lier for the environment. 
They claim that the publish-

ing industry’s carbon emis-
sions are primarily from defor-
estation of natural forests, 
which is part of the process for 
printed books, and other paper 
products.

Because of this they argue, 
e-books are the best possible 
option for the environment. 
Regardless, hard-copy readers 
are standing firm in their deci-
sion to continue reading their 
printed books. 

They say that there is noth-
ing quite like the feel and smell 
of a good paper book.

Still, many others may be 
on the fence concerning the 
matter and enjoy e-book read-
ers such as the Nook and the 
Amazon Kindle for conve-
nience purposes, yet are still 
intrigued and drawn in by the 
classic experience of enjoying 
a paper book.

Lindsey Yealy of Upper St. 
Clair High School says of regu-
lar books, “I like knowing how 
much I have left [to read].” 

She owns a Kindle and thor-
oughly enjoys reading on it and 
says that it is much easier for 
traveling purposes.

Still, though, she prefers 
reading regular books because 
she thinks that it remains a 
pleasant experience that will 
never be forgotten or become 
obsolete. 

The smell of a new book, 
the sound of it as the pages are 
opened for the first time, the 
feeling of tradition that comes 
from reading printed books are 
all things that Lindsey says are 
irreplaceable to those who are 
accustomed to that practice.

Lauren Irvin, reference 
instruction librarian at the 
Point Park University library, 
explains that the e-books are 
beneficial because of acces-

sibility and “multiple people 
can be using the book at once.” 
Someone can read a paper copy 
of a certain book, while many 
others are simultaneously 
reading that same book on a 
Kindle, Nook or iPad. 

This versatility contributes 
to some people believing firmly 
in the superiority of e-books to 
regular printed books.

There are also those who 
enjoy reading their printed 
books but have nothing against 
the new technology of e-books.

“I prefer print books but I 
can see the benefit to having 
the kindle,” says Irvin.

The bottom line for Irvin 
and Lindsey is convenience. 
The two women and others like 
them are busy, and they want 
the fastest, most advanced 
technology at their fingertips 
to accommodate them.

Upper St. Clair reference 
librarian Diane Ornato says 

that the number of people who 
check out paper books has gone 
up, contrary to what one might 
expect. 

She believes this is because 
of the high cost of purchasing 
books from a bookstore. People 
can also borrow e-books from 
the library now.

The e-book sales and their 
increasing popularity can be a 
problem for book stores, which 
are facing the fact that physi-
cal book sales numbers are 
decreasing. 

However, some readers keep 
up with the technology and sat-
isfy their appetite for a good 
read at the same time.

“With my e-reader I find that 
I read even more,” says Terri 
Lyn Greene, administrative 
assistant at UPMC. 

She uses the new convenient 
technology to read even more 
than she did before it was cre-
ated.

E-books offer a new chapter in how we read

“Hip hop is shaped 
by Pittsburgh 
producers, but 
people don’t know 
that.” 

—Emmai Alaquiva, owner of 
Ya Momz House studios and 

founder of the program Hip Hop 
On L.O.C.K.,

Anthony Cave/The Urban Agenda

The new Batmobile for the film “The Dark Knight Rises” is unveiled in Oakland under tight security.

Anthony Cave/The Urban Agenda

A growing number of geese 
are flocking to Pittsburgh 
waterways which include the 
Highland Park Reservoir.



C M

KY
P

G
C M

KY
P

G

C M

KY
P

G
C M

KY
P

G

Aug 04 2011 09:58:44:170PM      Post-Gazette UJ-2

t h e  u r b a n  a g e n d a
Page A-2

By Bruce Walton
The Urban Agenda

We first made technology to 
make life easier; now, technol-
ogy is making life too easy. Our 
modern technology is beginning 
to distract America from our 
true focus on prosperity. We are 
dependent on technology, which 
is a very risky lifestyle.

Sometimes when I get home, 
I don’t get to my television to 
watch a new show. I don’t log 
on to my computer to talk to my 
friends on Facebook or check 
the latest tweet, watch a movie 
or even text anyone. Sometimes 
I just sit down and read a book 
in a quiet room. It’s not so bad, 
but it seems so taboo to anyone 
I tell.

But it really does a brain good 
— more than video games, social 
networking, anything. I fear for 
my fellow teens. We are the first 
generation to be this immersed 
in technology 24/7. If teens in 
America become so addicted to 
Internet-based devices, as we 
grow into adults, we will have 
such strong addictions that 
being pulled away for more than 
half a day would result in a nega-
tive psychological withdrawal.

“I have my phone on me 
almost constantly,” said Alex 
Anderson-Kenny, 17, a senior at 
Mayfield High school in May-
field Heights, Ohio. “I’m on the 
computer for a large portion 
of my days. [My] iPod and tele-
vision are less prominent for 
me, but I still use the two fre-
quently.”

Even from a young age, tech-
nology is introduced to us so 
that it is burned into our psyche, 
as Anderson-Kenny said: “Since 
about kindergarten, I was play-
ing computer games even back 
when I was very young.”

Electricity is a very delicate 
form of energy to contain, and 
our grid system is already being 
pushed to the limit to give us 
24-hour technology gratification 
whenever we please. But what 
happens when a terrorist attack 
knocks out our satellites or a 
nation-wide blackout occurs?

And the problem is not just the 
addiction; the devices become a 
distraction for us as well. Tex-
ting and driving is a serious and 
dangerous activity that thou-
sands die from every year. Par-
ents cry and loved ones are lost 
with this careless act of wanting 
to talk to someone while moving 
a two-ton metal monster going 
35 miles per hour.

Android smart phones are 
making all of our decisions and 
making our choices. Our con-
tacts list remembers our home 
number so that it doesn’t mat-
ter if we forget it. What I’m most 
concerned about this new age of 
technology is that it is making 
us so vulnerable.

Look at your everyday life, 
and remove Internet connec-
tion from it all. How different is 
it when you don’t have access? 
I’m told so many times by many 
teens that they would “die” if 
they couldn’t have their iPods 
and phones for a day.

Nothing is scarier than 
knowing that a generation grow-
ing into adulthood would be so 
weakened by an entertainment 
embargo. There needs to be one 
thing and one thing only that 
must be practiced in today’s life-
style: moderation.

When you do too much of 
one thing, you are unbalanced. 
When books and reading were 
invented, people feared that 
they’d be weak and could not 
work for a living. 

Now parents are begging for 
their kids to read one page.

But when you think about 
it, you get a benefit from either 
reading or working your body. 
If you read too much, you could 
become smart and weak. If you 
work your body too much, your 
body could be strong and you 
will not be smart.

But in this new age of enter-
tainment technology, if you go 
on the Internet too much, you 
could gain neither brains nor 
brawn.

This addiction has no benefit. 
Technology must be used with 
caution as our interests define 
our future. 

And what future do today’s 
teens have when we have our 
phones stuck in our faces and 
only aspire to get more apps 
instead of aspirations?

When 
technology 
does more 

harm  
than good

By Martha Nwachukwu
The Urban Agenda

There’s a growing market for 
devices that single-handedly 
can do the work of computers, 
cameras and gaming systems. 
But what do consumers need for 
their personal lifestyles?

Many consumers think cer-
tain personal communication 
devices can perform the same 
tasks at the same levels of qual-
ity. When shopping for a new 
device, it is important for people 
to ask themselves: when, why, 
where and how often will they 
use the device they are consider-
ing buying.

Lisa Kay Davis, 32, of New 
York, a mentor at the Pittsburgh 
Black Media Federation Journal-
ism Workshop, said she enjoys 
being able to access everything 
on one platform, her iPhone. She 
said Smartphone applications 

can “sorta engage my brain” 
when riding the train to work.

Davis, who recently traveled 
to Haiti, said she felt bad that she 
didn’t understand the language. 
When she returned home, she 
purchased an application to 
learn Creole.

The past 10 years have seen a 
tremendous leap in technologi-
cal advancement. The release of 
the iPod in October 2001 marked 
the beginning of a movement 
to create technology that can 
complete multiple tasks on one 
device and to make these devices 
easy to use.

Nearly a decade after the iPod 
release, the technological device 
market is again booming. There 
are now smartphones, com-
puter tablets, 3D televisions and 
motion-sensing and 3D gaming 
systems.

With so many products that 
do so many of the same things, 

consumers can be left confused 
about which product does what.

Computer tablets are the new 
“it” toy. With their small, sleek 
design and fun and useful apps, 
tablets often are considered good 
investments for people looking to 
do school work, conduct research 
and have fun.

What advantage does the tab-
let have over a laptop or smart-
phone? For many, the appeal of 
the tablet is its size.

Being able to carry a light-
weight computer is convenient 
for people such as students and 
professionals who dislike the 
extra weight and size of a tradi-
tional laptop computer.

John D. Sutter, a reporter at 
CNN.com, wrote in an article: 
“When separated from its key-
board home, the slender touch-
screen tablet — which looks 
like a stretched-out iPhone — is 
well suited for watching movies, 

browsing photos and reading 
books.”

Lev Grossman, a reporter at 
Time magazine, wrote in an arti-
cle about Apple’s iPad: “The dif-
ference lies in what you can do 
with the iPad. You can pick it up. 
You can rest it in your lap. You 
can pass it around. You can leave 
it on a coffee table. You can tuck 
it in a bag. You can one-hand it 
while reading on a train.”

Tablet computers are pow-
erful, despite popular opinion, 
said Cheyenne Conrab, 18, a 
sales associate at a RadioShack 
store in Penn Hills. Customers 
“tend to underestimate the tab-
lets,” Conrab said. Students are 
interested in the tablets because 
“they can almost replace lap-
tops,” although Conrab would 
not suggest doing that.

Although the size of the tablet 
is convenient, the lack of a key-
board makes it harder for stu-

dents to type papers, she said.
Electronic readers also can be 

a good choice for those who want 
to have multiple books or maga-
zines with them but don’t want 
the added weight. E-readers are 
easy to use by people of all ages.

To make the choice between 
technologies even more difficult, 
some companies are combining 
cell phones with computers to 
connect laptops wirelessly to the 
Internet.

The Motorola Atrix smart-
phone, for example, connects 
to a dock-equipped screen that 
enables the user to surf the Web 
using the cell phone’s signal.

There is something out there 
for everyone. Before buying 
a product, however, research 
should be done.

These devices are changing 
our lives. It will be exciting to 
watch what the technical engi-
neers come up with next.

More tech options can cause consumer confusion

By Anthony Cave
The Urban Agenda

A festival of pancreases? 
Kind of.

Almost 200 of the top pan-
creas medical professionals 
from around the country partic-
ipated in PancreasFest 2011 — a 
three-day conference geared 
toward improving patient care 
relating to the pancreas.

The pancreas is a vital organ 
in charge of producing insulin, 
which regulates one’s blood 
sugar level. A pancreas that 
does not produce insulin, or 
enough of it, is the root cause of 
diabetes.

PancreasFest 2011 was held 
at the University of Pittsburgh’s 
University Club from July 28 to 
30. With a focus primarily on 
pancreatitis (inflammation of 
the pancreas) and pancreatic 
cancer, physicians spoke in a 
series of daily lectures on top-
ics that included surgical pro-
cedures, obesity and research 
conducted in the Netherlands.

In 20 percent of patients 
affected with pancreatitis, the 
inflammation spreads over the 
entire body, causing shock and 
a 50 percent chance of death. 
The primary cause of pancrea-
titis is the overconsumption of 
alcohol.

“The question is why do some 

people progress and others do 
not,” said Dr. David Whitcomb, 
a University of Pittsburgh pro-
fessor of medicine. “Well, we 
want to know because we would 

like to predict it and prevent 
it.”

Whitcomb has planned 
and organized PancreasFest 
since its start seven years ago. 

Sponsored by the University of 
Pittsburgh School of Medicine, 
PancreasFest is held annually 
at the end of July.

It originated from a smaller 

meeting in 1994 over a game of 
golf with Whitcomb, one of his 
students and two of his former 
Duke University associates.

“Eventually it became the 
Midwest Multicenter Pancre-
atic Study Group,” Whitcomb 
said.

Endocrinologists, doctors 
involved with juvenile diabetes, 
also participated.

University of Minnesota 
Pediatric Endocrinology and 
Diabetes Professor Melena 
Bellin, who is involved with 
pancreatic transplants, spoke 
about the removal of the pan-
creas, known as pancreatec-
tomy.

“I have a slightly differ-
ent background as a pediatric 
endocrinologist. I work on islet 
transplant research and islet 
transplant for patients with 
chronic pancreatitis,” Bellin 
said.

Islets are pancreatic cells.
Whitcomb also started the 

Collaborative Alliance for Pan-
creatic Education and Research, 
CAPER for short, two years ago. 
He hopes this training program 
for medical professionals could 
be a transition for younger lead-
ers who will eventually plan the 
annual event. However, he cau-
tions, “if we cure pancreas dis-
eases, we will have to change it 
to ColonFest.”

Medical researchers seek improved 
care for pancreatic diseases

By Aaron Ford-Wright
The Urban Agenda

Everywhere you look, people 
are moving their thumbs in a 
blur, typing into the keypads on 
their phones, sending text mes-
sages to a friend or family mem-
ber. People walk while texting. 
They eat while texting. They 
even drive while texting, a prac-
tice that can be dangerous.

It seems that sending text 
messages has become a sort of 
obsession, almost an addiction. 
But is it possible to get addicted 
to texting? Dr. Dale Archer, a col-

umnist and popular Internet psy-
chologist, believes so. “Anything 
that you can become obsessed 
with, and you do so much that 
you don’t do the things you need 
to do with family, friends, school, 
job — that can be an addiction. 

And texting absolutely can 
qualify,” says Dr. Archer as 
quoted by CBS News.

Other experts, such as Pitts-
burgh-based psychiatrist Dr. 
Deborah Gilman believe it to be 
more of a “compulsion.” Addicts 
usually must do what they are 
addicted to, whereas people 
that have compulsions have “an 

overwhelming urge to send texts 
or check to see if others have 
responded to texts,” Dr. Gilman 
explains.

Most studies show that teens 
are at the top of the charts in tex-
ting. 

“The average teen sends 3,000 
texts a month,” a CBS report 
indicates. Is it a problem that 
teens text that much? Could it 
even disconnect them from peo-
ple around them? Dr. Gilman 
believes so.

 “Nowadays, cell phones and 
texting seem to be the main way 
youth communicate with one 
another (and frequently with 
parents, as well!). 

Texting is a way that youths 
stay connected to friends, so in 
that way it is a positive addition 
to their social lives.”

On the other hand, Dr. Gil-
man remains concerned that 
when youths exercise little self-
control, texting can begin to 

take priority over other social 
interactions, interfere with par-
ticipation in activities and keep 
teens from being present in the 
environment and from being 
connected with what is going on 
around them.

“ My biggest concern that I 
see in my practice is youth los-
ing the ability to communicate,” 
says Dr. Gilman, “We forget how 
to express ourselves or how to 
use active listening effectively 
when we are always texting. 
Oftentimes, without nonverbal 
cues or context, youth text mes-
sages get ‘lost in translation.’ 

Assuming a tone or an emo-
tion from a text message can lead 
to anxious feelings, depressed 
feelings, or anger and ultimately 
disruptions in friendships.”

The danger of texting while 
driving is becoming a major 
concern. In many cities, drivers 
who are involved in an accident 
while texting are fined $500. In 

some places they may face a jail 
sentence. 

Worst of all: Texting and driv-
ing can result in fatal accidents. 
Approximately 16,000 Ameri-
cans died between 2001 to 2007 
due to texting while driving, a 
study by the University of North 
Texas Health Science Center has 
found.

Dr. Gilman says texting also 
causes other problems.

“On top of being distracted 
while texting, many youth text 
late into the night and experi-
ence fatigue throughout the day, 
which could impact concentra-
tion, attention and possibly be 
related to accidents,” says Dr. 
Gilman.

But she says there are posi-
tives to texting.

“It certainly helps to keep 
people connected and get instant 
feedback,” Dr. Gilman says, but 
people need to text in modera-
tion. 

Texting a growing 
trend, but best used  

in moderation

Anthony Cave/The Urban Agenda

Dr. David Whitcomb has organized PancreasFest annually for the past seven years.

Terrence Mims/The Urban 
Agenda  

Bruce Walton

Terrence Mims/The Urban Agenda

The heat is on during a basketball competiton at the 31st Annual National Veterans Wheelchair games held at the David L. Lawrence Convention Center. 
downtown Pittsburgh.

back in action
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By Martha Nwachukwu
The Urban Agenda

Chris Moore hopes that at the 
end of the Pittsburgh Black Media 
Federation journalism workshop 
every student leaves inspired to 
be the best at everything they do.

“There is no second place,” said 
Moore, a founder of the workshop. 
The program is a place where stu-
dents practice excellence, so that 
they will “be able to compete at 
the highest level,” he said.

The Frank Bolden Urban Jour-
nalism Workshop has been teach-
ing young African-American 
students the skills necessary to 
be a journalist since 1983. For one 
week in the summer, students 
from Pittsburgh and other cities 
come together at Point Park Uni-
versity to take part in intensive 
journalism training. Moore, who 
was interviewed by phone, missed 
the workshop for the first time 
this year because he was recuper-
ating from surgery.

The program offers students 
the opportunity to learn basic 
journalism skills such as accu-
racy and ethics, interviewing 
techniques and taking notes 
quickly and effectively. These les-
sons are reinforced by daily news 
quizzes that encourage students 
to be aware of the world around 
them.

The workshop is separated 
into four groups: print, broadcast, 
radio and web/photography. Each 
section teaches students specific 
skills that target their selected 
focus.

The workshop captures the 
spirit of the late Frank Bolden, 
a legendary African-American 
journalist for The Pittsburgh 
Courier newspaper, for whom the 
workshop is named, Moore said. 
Bolden is an exemplary role model 
for young journalists, he said.

According to an obituary in the 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, Bolden 
tried to live by the words of his 
father: “When you’re average, you 
are as far from the bottom as you 
are from the top.” 

Chelsea Banks, 18, an incoming 
freshman at Point Park Univer-
sity, said she was excited to attend 

the workshop. She became inter-
ested in journalism when people 
told her that she had the voice for 
it. After taking a public speaking 
class in school, she was asked to 
join the school’s journalism crew. 
Even with her experience, she was 
not sure that she was prepared for 
what the workshop would ask of 
her. Chelsea was happy to say she 
landed the position of anchor in 
a workshop broadcast. “It makes 
me really want to do my best,” she 
says. “I feel honored.”

On the first day, workshop 
alumni talked to the students 
about what they gained from the 
week, how they used what they 
learned and the rewards and 
hardships that come with the job. 

Workshop participant Bruce 
Walton, 18, a student at Kent 
State University in Ohio, said the 
alumni rap session reminded him 
that his goal of being a profes-
sional journalist “is definitely a 
worthwhile dream.”

After hearing the alums, Tara 
Williams, 18, of Upper St. Clair 
High School, said she learned 

“that journalism is not a glamor-
ous field,” and that it is a lot harder 
than she thought it would be.

Although the main focus of the 
workshop is journalism, the ulti-
mate goal of the workshop is to 
teach students how to be their best 
no matter what career field they 
may choose. Moore said he hopes 
students leave the workshop with 
“some sense of what it takes to 
succeed in life.” He said that about 
one-quarter of the students who 
go through the workshop pursue 
journalism.

Tyrell Greenwood, 17, of Nor-
win High School, said the work-
shop is an “excellent learning 
experience.” Tyrell returned to 
the workshop because he really 
enjoyed his experience last year. 
Tyrell worked in radio last year 
but decided he “wanted the chal-
lenge of TV.” 

The workshop teaches students 
to step out of their comfort zone, 
step up to opportunity and over-
come challenges in their way. 
Tyrell made second anchor for the 
workshop broadcast and said he 

feels that with the training from 
the program he is prepared for his 
position.

On Saturday, the students will 
graduate from the program, hav-
ing learned in one week, as some 
of the alumni said, skills that it 
takes colleges about two years to 
cover. 

They said, the students are 
given an edge over their peers 
because they come through the 
workshop with more experience  
and are more driven to succeed.

Journalism workshop students 
strive to be the best at their work

First Row: L-R Dyna Shaw, 16, Obama Academy-Chelsea Bamks, 18, Canon McMillion High School-Kizuwanda J. Rains, 16, 
Oakland Catholic High School-Tara Ann Williams, 17, Upper St Clair High School-Martha Nwachukwu, Upper St. Clair High School 
Second row: L-R Anthony Cave, 18, Dr. Michael M. Krop Sr. High School-Aaron Ford-Wright, 14, T. C. Williams High School-            
Quinton Evans, 16, Nordonia High School-Darell George, 16-Bruce Walton, 18, Mayfeild High School  Third Row: L-R Mario Tarver, 
16, Monessen High School-Don Crawford, 14, Obama Academy-Tyrell Green-Wood, 17, Norwin High School-Matthew Thomas, 16, 
Mayfield High School-Terrence Mims, 17, Penn Hills High School

By Aaron Ford-Wright
The Urban Agenda

The sound of bullets fir-
ing rapidly from the TV’s 
sound system is one that 
is commonly heard in the 
homes of gamers around 
the world. It’s the sound of 
a “first-person shooter,” or 
FPS for short.

FPS is one of the most vio-
lent types of video games. 
Games like “Call of Duty,” 
one of the best-known fran-
chises, show mainly blood 
while others, such as “Dead 
Space” and “Halo” show 
guts and gore.

John Carmack, creator 
of “Doom,” which is also 
considered a violent game, 
said people play such games 
because the games reduce 
stress.

“And I really think, if 
anything, there is more evi-
dence to show that the vio-
lent games reduce aggres-
sion and violence,” he said.

Action game “Grand 
Theft Auto,” which allows 
players to commit violent 
acts at will, including shoot-
ing bystanders and stealing 
cars, also is controversial. 

“There have actually 
been some studies … that 
it’s cathartic,” Carmack 
said. “If you go to Quake-
Con [a gaming convention] 
and you walk by and you 
see the people there [and 
compare that to] a random 
cross section of a college 
campus, you’re probably 
going to find a more peace-
ful crowd of people at the 
gaming convention,” said 
Carmack, as quoted by 
IndustryGamers, a website 
for gamers.

Terrence Mims, 16, plays 
violent video games on a 
daily basis and agrees that 
they help to calm rather 
than agitate him.

“It’s a way to work out 
my anger. I know how to 
control it and use it in real 
life,” he said. “You can do 
numerous things that nor-
mally couldn’t do in real 
life. ‘God of War’ is my 
favorite. It has a great sto-
ryline, and you get to battle 
great big mythological crea-
tures as well as gods.”

Still, violent video games 
were the subject of a lawsuit 
filed in California in 2010. 
In 2005, that state passed a 
law that video game distrib-
utors would be banned from 
selling violent video games 
to juveniles. But the cre-
ators prevailed in the law-
suit when the U.S. Supreme 
Court struck down the law 
was unconstitutional in 
June, ruling 7-2 that video 
games are an art form. The 
Entertainment Merchant 
Association, EMA for short, 
was once again able to sell 
violent games to youth.

Eric Andringa is a sol-
dier in the U.S military 
and pays attention to game 
ratings. He tells his son to 
turn down the TV volume 
when games have vulgar 
content.

“Anyone who thinks 
that pushing a button on a 
controller is anything like 
pulling a trigger on a fire-
arm, has never fired a gun 
or is using some serious 
hallucinogenic narcotics,” 
Andringa said.

“Guns are very loud and 
they really recoil. There 
are no video games on the 
civilian market that come 
anywhere close to replicat-
ing that. So after the first 
round goes off any desen-
sitizing should be gone,” 
he told Human Events, a 
website focusing on recent 
news events.

Australia and Norway 
recently got rid of vio-
lent video games. Norway 
believes that the “Call of 
Duty” video games and the 
PC game “World of War-
craft” were a factor in a 
massacre on July 22 by a 
right-wing extremist that 
killed 76 people.

The stores call the 
removal temporary, but 
chance of the games return-
ing to the shelves is debat-
able, the storeowners said.

There’s no official way to 
link the video games to the 
many mass shootings that 
have happened over time. 
For now parents will just 
have to watch their kids 
and make sure they are not 
trying something from a 
violent game.

“When I was young, we 
pointed sticks at each other 
and said ‘Bang-bang you’re 
dead,’ and now they use 
video games. In essence, 
I really don’t see that 
much of a difference,” says 
Andringa.

Violent 
video 
games 
gain 
defenders

By Don Crawford
The Urban Agenda

Like a vintage turntable, “old skool” hair-
cuts have spun back around to the forefront of 
style.

The most popular of the “old skool” hair-
styles that have made a comeback is the 
high-low style that Will Smith sported in the 
“Fresh Prince of Bel-Air” television series of 
the 1990s.

Other hairstyles include the S-Curl that 
could be known as the baby jheri curl, where 
spray makes the hair curl up.

The “temp fade” is another throwback 
that’s making a comeback. 

Denzel Washington wore that hairstyle in 
the movie “Training Day,” where the hair on 
the temples and the neck are trimmed down 
lower than the hair on the top of the head.

With the “bald fade,” the sides and back of 
the head are shaved bald and only the top of 
the head contains hair.

“It was something different. I was tired of 
the same old haircut,” says Abner Roberts, 15, 
of Homewood, who wore the S-Curl this sum-
mer. “At first, people were saying, ‘Don’t get 
the S-Curl.’ But nobody wants the same thing 
all the time.”

Many adults are surprised to see the 
same hairstyle they wore when they were 
kids, while other adults think they look silly 
because it’s so retro. 

But some adults support it — especially bar-
bers.

Master Barber Evan “BAT” Andrews, 
owner of Bat’s barbershop on Penn Avenue, 

knew “old skool” haircuts would come back.
“I’ve been cutting hair for 20 years, and I’ve 

seen all there is. 
What goes around comes around, so I 

knew these hairstyles would come back,” says 
Andrews. “Back then, everyone was different. 

Some people had temp fades. 
Some were bald with designs, and some 

even had the high low, but everyone was dif-
ferent because they were tired of the same 
hairstyle.”

Andrews showed various pictures of hair-
styles he cut throughout his years. 

He also held up pictures of his son sport-
ing the fancy haircuts of the 1990s as well as 
a design of the famous Batman symbol and 
barber shop logo.

Most people are motivated to get a new hair-
style because they are tired of the same look or 
they want to be different than everyone else, 
but for some people that’s not the case.

Caleeq Jones, 15, of Pittsburgh, was influ-
enced to get his Gumby haircut because his 
favorite basketball player, Brandon Jennings, 
wears one.

“Brandon Jennings inspired me to get my 
cut. People said it was nice, but I should have 
gotten the part [on the side],” says Jones.

“Eventually everything comes back, but it 
comes back different than before,” says LaM-
ont Jones Jr., owner of Fredrick LaMont, a 
personal style consult for private or corporate 
businesses. 

“People make the hair work for themselves. 
People need to do what looks good for them.”

‘Old skool’ haircuts make a comeback

By Tara Williams
The Urban Agenda

Unemployment has risen 
to a whopping 9.2 percent 
in the United States, and 
the majority of those people 
remain unemployed for 27 
weeks or more. 

A more glaring issue in 
this country, however, is 
how high the unemploy-
ment is for recent college 
graduates in particular.

Due to the recession, 
many college students are 
struggling to find jobs right 
out of school. According 
to the U.S. Department of 
Labor’s Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, people with some 
college or associate degree 
have an 8.4 percent unem-
ployment rate. 

The study also says peo-
ple with a bachelor’s degree 
or higher have hovered 
around a 4.5 percent unem-
ployment rate for the past 
year.

The people who cannot 
find jobs outside of college 
are not struggling because 
they are uneducated or 
lazy. 

They struggle because 
the economy is struggling.

Alison Griswold, a junior 
at Yale University, is an 
intern at the Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette and says that 
as an English major, her 
career opportunities are 
pretty varied. 

Her view is that this 
field can help individu-
als to think analytically, 
write well and speak in an 
educated manner, which 
can help them become ade-
quately prepared for mul-
tiple jobs.

However, the recession 
and the recent job struggle 
for college graduates is a 
real one and will inevitably 
affect Griswold eventually. 
She does admit that she has 
had thoughts about how dif-
ficult it will be to attain a 
substantial job after gradu-
ation.

She has learned from 
her family and friends how 
challenging it will be, but it 
has not yet become a glar-
ing reality. 

She has not been forced to 
undergo the impossible job 
search because the intern-
ships she has had have been 
acquired through help and 
support from her college.

Griswold says she thinks 
that no matter how prepared 
you are, it is still scary but 
that it is always important 
to have other work experi-
ences in order to show that 
you are responsible. 

She says how essential 
it is to grow, develop and 
learn things about the 
world so as to broaden your 
knowledge and apply it to 
the real world and get a job.

Shay Maunz, an intern at 
the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
and senior at West Virginia 
University, says that she is 
“kind of freaked out about 
trying to get a job after 
graduation.”

She majors in print jour-
nalism and minors in Eng-
lish. 

She is hoping that she 
gets her ideal job right out 
of college but says that her 
alternate plan would be 
to work at a small-town 
newspaper or to go to grad 
school.

She is worried, though, 
because through her entire 
college career she has 
been pretty relaxed about 
the future. She had done 
internships and every-
thing else she knew she was 
“supposed to,” but now it is 
crunch time. “Now I’m get-
ting nervous,” says Maunz.

She is concerned about 
the upcoming job hunt 
because she has had friends 
and family who have gradu-
ated college, been unable to 
find jobs, then gone to grad 
school and afterwards still 
unable to find jobs. All they 
have gained is more stu-
dent loans in her eyes. She 
says she would rather take 
a mediocre job than have 
no job at all. “I’d be willing 
to take whatever I can get,” 
she says.

The recession is causing 
college graduates to strug-
gle and, in many cases, 
settle for jobs that are not 
what they had in their plan 
and not something they are 
passionate about. 

They are forced to 
resort to jobs that do not 
allow them to chase their 
dreams. 

They are forced, rather, 
to chase the money.

Recession 
toughens 
job 
search for 
college 
grads

Anthony Cave/The Urban Agenda 

Ruben Lorenvana brings back the future 
with “old skool” haircuts at The Natural 
Choice Salon in Oakland.

Terrence Mims/The Urban Agenda

Quinton Evans, 16, a junior at Nordonia High School in Northfield, Ohio, conducts a phone 
interview for his workshop story.

Kelcei Edmonds, 17, 
a senior at Shady 
Side Academy
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By Anthony Cave 
and Matt Thomas

The Urban Agenda

The story of the Pittsburgh 
Courier is intertwined with the 
history of black America. Both 
are on display in an exhibit at 
the Heinz History Center.

The exhibit chronicles the 
Courier’s beginnings and his-
torical significance in Pitts-
burgh and the country. “The 
Pittsburgh Courier’s main 
focus was to better the lives of 
African-Americans,” exhibit 
curator Samuel Black said. 
The 2,200-square-foot exhibit 
took five years to complete.

The Courier was established 
in 1907 by security guard and 
aspiring writer Edwin Harles-
ton. Cumberland Posey Jr., a 
Negro Baseball League star, 
served as one of the first presi-
dents of the Courier and was 
succeeded by attorney Robert 
Lee Vann. 

The paper became one of 
only a handful of publications 
that focused on the black strug-
gle for equality in the early to 
mid-20th century. Reporters 
even went undercover as mem-
bers of groups such as the Ku 
Klux Klan in efforts to expose 
racism.

The Courier is well-known 
for its creation of the “Double 

V” campaign. The initiative 
focused on securing victory 
for black soldiers fighting rac-
ism at home and World War II 
abroad. 

Award-winning Courier 
journalist Frank Bolden was 
one of two African-Americans 
journalists covering World 
War II. His work also ran in 
national mainstream newspa-
pers.

The exhibit at the Heinz His-
tory Center features historic 
pieces from the newspaper and 
from the civil rights movement. 
A Ku Klux Klan robe contrasts 
with a black soldier’s uniform 
in one of the hallways, and 
there is also a glass-encased 
pair of Joe Louis’ gloves — the 
only item that cannot be photo-
graphed because they are loan 
from the Smithsonian Institu-
tion and could be damaged by a 
camera flash. The exhibit also 
contains audio recordings, 
including one from a former 
Courier paperboy, now 82 years 
old and living in Alabama.

An employee list and photo 
collage is included, which 
features black photographer 
Charles “Teenie” Harris and 
journalist Edna McKenzie. 

“We couldn’t put everybody 
in the exhibit,” Black said. 
“There is no slight of anyone 
here.” 

In its heyday, the Courier 
had 14 editions nationwide, all 
printed in Pittsburgh. Its circu-
lation reached nearly 200,000.

The Courier went bankrupt 
in 1965 and was taken over by 
the Internal Revenue Service. 
John Sengstacke acquired it in 
1966.

Now called The New Pitts-
burgh Courier, the paper is 
printed every Wednesday in its 

traditional form and is comple-
mented with an online edition, 
which can be found at http://
www.newpittsburghcouri-
eronline.com. The paper also 
has ventured into social media, 
with a presence on Facebook 
and Twitter.

The exhibit at the his-
tory center will be on display 
through Oct. 2.

Exhibit displays 
Courier’s legacy, 

inspiration By Don Crawford
The Urban Agenda

Jazz, a form of music that is 
based on improvisations and 
rhythms, was birthed in the 
African American community 
and has grown to become the 
music of the soul. Spreading 
worldwide from New Orleans 
to Paris, to our very own 
Pittsburgh, jazz is not only a 
cultural form of music, but it 
is one of the original forms of 
music itself.

Today, jazz musicians, lov-
ers and historians are con-
cerned that jazz music is drift-
ing away as other music forms 
such as rap, hip-hopand rock 
and roll emerge and take the 
place of the music that gave 
us Dizzy Gillespie, Louis Arm-
strong, Ella Fitzgerald and 
Wynton Marsalis. Jazz lovers 
are concerned that if one of the 
original forms of music fades 
away and is forgotten then so 
does the history and memory 
of the people and places that go 
along went it. 

To lose jazz, they say, is to 
lose the blues and figures such 
as John Coltrane and Count 
Basie.

Part of the fight to keep jazz 
culture alive is happening in 
the schools.

“Students could relate to jazz 
because it’s purely American. 
It has a strong root in Afri-
can Americans,” said Rhonda 
Taliaferro, former principal 
of the Creative and Perform-
ing Arts public school in Pitts-
burgh. 

The fact that jazz is being 
pushed to the sides in black 
communities is especially sad-
dening, she said. “To forget 
jazz is to forget our heritage 
and our origin.”

Roger Humphries Jr. is a 
famous jazz drummer who 
grew up in Pittsburgh and 
sometimes teaches at the Cre-
ative and Performing Arts 
School. “Jazz is very impor-
tant because it helps kids’ 
creativity,” hesaid. “The kids 

who aren’t good enough to 
play sports can always refer to 
music. Jazz is America’s music. 
People relate to jazz and it came 
from slavery, and we should 
keep it in our education.”

Over the years, news reports 
have shown that music is 
fading in our public schools 
nationally as arts budgets are 
often the first to be trimmed 
when schools need to balance 
their finances. On cable TV, it 
is not difficult to notice Save 
the Music commercials, a plea 
to keep music programs alive 
in schools. Most schools offer 
instrumental music as an elec-
tive. In Pittsburgh, other than 
CAPA school, no other city 
school has a jazz band as an 
elective or a class. “Keeping 
jazz in our education is impor-
tant, so a kid could have an 
instrument instead of nothing, 
” said Humphries, who added 
that everyone could benefit 
from jazz education and the 
history of jazz.

Music educators says that 
keeping jazz in schools and 
learning how to play an instru-
ment is a lifelong skill that can 
provide cultural and social 
rewards later in life. Jazz musi-
cian Billy Strayhorn is one 
example. He played piano jazz 
at Pittsburgh’s Westinghouse 
High School and then used his 
love and knowledge of music to 
build a career in songwriting 
and playing.

Music educators also say 
that learning an instrument, 
which requires dedication and 
discipline, encourages focus, 
develops the brain and reduces 
stress.

According to Taliaferro and 
Humphries, the jazz musician, 
schools continue to remain a 
central opportunity to show-
case jazz. 

Passing it along from stu-
dent to student is a reminder 
of how many jazz artists would 
travel from city to city passing 
jazz along, giving it the oppor-
tunity to continue to be Ameri-
ca’s music.

Jazz: a history  
worth saving

By Matt Thomas
The Urban Agenda

Lockout. The one word 
nearly every sports fan dreads, 
but for the NBA, it seems as if 
nothing has been learned from 
the past three major sports 
deadlocks.

In 1994, the NHL and MLB 
were shut down. 

In recent days, the NFL 
solved its months-long standoff 
to prepare for its 2011 season. 
And now the NBA is dealing 
with a lockout, even though it’s 
only about a month old.

According to players and 
union officials, the two sides 
— players and owners — stand 
farther apart than before, with 
the owners trying to take away 
every monetary advantage the 
players have, including the 
Larry Bird rights (which allow 
teams to offer more money to 
their free agents), mid-level 
exception, and minimum pay 
for veterans.

Along with the salary issues, 
players’ representatives say 
there are the problems of how 
to share the league’s $4 billion 
in revenue (the owners want 
to cut the players share to a 
60-40 setup), a new collective 
bargaining agreement (owners 
want a hard cap, players want 
a soft cap), punishment for per-
sonal conduct and the draft-age 
limit.

The owners and players’ 
union had their first meet-
ing this past week since the 
lockout began July 1. Reports 
have indicated that there still 
seems to be no solution on the 
horizon. With the future look-
ing dim, some players have 
decided to “take their talents 
overseas.”

NBA stars such as Kobe 
Bryant, Carmelo Anthony and 
Dwight Howard have started 
to listen to offers from teams 
all over Europe and China, and 
some have already committed 
or signed with teams. 

The most notable signing so 
far is Deron Williams of the 
New Jersey Nets, who signed a 
contract with Besiktas, a Turk-
ish team that signed Allen 
Iverson back in 2010.

“It’s a great idea for play-
ers [to go overseas],” NBA fan 
John Mangaluzzi said. “Why 
not spread your talents to a 
broader base? More people 
see you, more money, endorse-
ments, etc.” But with that in 
mind, there is also the linger-
ing fear that the NBA will lose 
some of its marquee players for 
good. After Williams signed 

with Besiktas, he told ESPN, 
“If the proposal [the owners] 
have, if that’s what they’re 
sticking with and that’s what 
they want, then I think it would 
be hard for a lot of guys to come 
back to the NBA.”

“Americans who have played 
overseas often complain about 
everything from food to hous-
ing to language barriers to get-
ting paid on time,” said Sam 
Amico, the Cleveland Cavalier 
sports writer for Fox Sports 
Ohio.

“Any American basketball 
player, such as Brandon Jen-
nings and Josh Childress, who 
has spent time in international 
leagues, has clamored to get 
back home. 

So Deron is way off here,” 
Amico said.

Although players are look-
ing for work elsewhere while 
the lockout continues, the 
major question is what about 
the fans? ESPN magazine 
senior editor Keith Reed said 
via email: “It could [hurt the 
fans]. 

The NBA is a sport where 
fans love individual players 
much more than the NFL, 
where fans are largely tied 
to teams. People mostly don’t 
go to see the Steelers play to 
watch Big Ben or the Browns 
to see Colt McCoy, but they do 
go see the Heat to watch LeB-
ron or the Lakers to see Kobe. 
If some of those players end up 
in overseas contracts, it could 
hurt.”

Besides, Reed added, some 
players are leaving their teams 
for the season and some have 
gone for the summer to play in 
the FIBA Eurobasket Oceania 
and Americas championships. 
However, most of those play-
ers plan to return to the league 
once the championships are 
over.

It’s hard to deny the fact that 
the divide between the owners 
and players has led to players 
moving to other countries to 
play ball and to collect a pay-
check. But with a labor meeting 
finally taking place, maybe it is 
a sign that the issues between 
the two could be resolved soon.

With NBA lockout, 
some professionals  
playing overseas

By Kelcei J. Edmonds
The Urban Agenda

The National Football 
League’s new rookie salary cap 
forces this year’s draft picks to 
demonstrate their skills on the 
field before receiving veteran-
type salaries. Instead of guar-
anteeing unproven player’s high 
salaries, the agreement between 
the NFL owners and players 
allots a higher percentage of 
the team’s salaries to returning 
players.

“Players have to prove them-
selves before you can cash in,” 
says Ty Miller, director of sports 
at American Urban Radio Net-
works. “Owners don’t have to 
pay astronomic amounts to rook-
ies who aren’t proven.”

Now that the four-month dis-
pute between the NFL players 
and owners is over, the focus 

has shifted to signing draft picks 
and free agents, which was put 
on hold during the lockout. But 
this year’s rookie class shouldn’t 
compare their contracts to previ-
ous ones.

Former Auburn University 
quarterback Cam Newton, for 
example, taken No. 1 overall by 
the Carolina Panthers in 2011, 
will be the highest paid rookie 
with a four-year contract worth 
$22 million. Newton’s contract 
is substantially less than what 
the St. Louis Rams gave quarter-
back Sam Bradford, last year’s 
No. 1 pick. Bradford signed a 
six-year, $78 million contract, 
$50 million of which was guar-
anteed before he played a single 
down in the NFL.

Similarly, the Steelers’ 2010 
first-round pick, center Maur-
kice Pouncey, last year signed 
a five-year deal worth $17.69 

million, $10.35 million of which 
was guaranteed. This year, the 
team’s top pick, defensive end 
Cameron Heyward, recently 
signed a four-year tenure worth 
$6.7 million, of which $3.3 mil-
lion is guaranteed.

The new rookie salary cap 
has been dubbed the “JaMarcus 
Russell rule” after the Oakland 
Raiders’s No. 1 overall selection 
in 2007. Russell threw for 4,083 
yards, 18 touchdowns and 23 
interceptions in 31 games before 
being released in May. He is 
widely considered to be among 
the biggest draft busts in NFL 
history, despite being paid $31 
million as part of his six-year, $61 
million contract he signed out of 
Louisiana State University.

Russell’s performance, along 
with similar busts like quar-
terbacks Matt Leinart, the No. 
10 overall pick in 2006 and Alex 

Smith, the No. 1 overall pick in 
2005, are what pushed owners 
to opt for the cap, said Chuck 
Finder, a former Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette sports writer.

“Owners wanted to control 
cost and the highest problem 
was rookie contracts,” Finder 
said.

As part of the new agreement, 
the NFL salary cap has also 
returned after its absence follow-
ing the 2009 season. This year’s 
cap is $120 million.

The Pittsburgh Steelers were 
among teams that were over the 
cap, with a total salary of $130 
million.

Some players are helping 
their teams have money to spend 
on other players by restructur-
ing their contracts. 

Those who eat up more cap 
room than they’re worth are 
cut.

NFL rookies snubbed by new contract

By Terrence Mims
The Urban Agenda

Even the players have 
noticed that more people are 
in the stands at PNC Park this 
season.

Rob Biertempfel, the Pirates 
beat reporter for the Tribune-
Review, said the players in the 
locker room are talking about 
the crowds at this year’s home 
games.

“I’m sure the players like 
seeing more people in the 
crowd,” Biertempfel said.

The fans are supporting 
them more than in recent 
years as evidenced by atten-
dance figures.

The Pittsburgh Pirates 

were possibly the biggest 
underdogs coming into this 
year’s baseball season, espe-
cially after 18 years of losing. 
ESPN The Magazine pre-
dicted that the Pirates would 
have yet another losing sea-
son this year.

As of the start of August, 
the Pirates had won more 
than 50 percent of their games 
for the first time that late in 
the season since 2004. 

After two losses to the 
Chicago Cubs this week and 
at press time for The Urban 
Agenda, the team record stood 
at 54-54, 5½ games back from 
the Central Division-leading 
Milwaukee Brewers.

Some people think that the 

management of the Pirates 
has made better decisions 
lately, such as acquiring 
Derek Lee, a first baseman 
from Baltimore, and Ryan 
Ludwick, an outfielder from 
San Diego.

In recent years, the Pirates 
instead have sold off or traded 
high-value players and even 
all-stars at the midpoint of 
each season in particular. 

The Pirates also have had 
five different general manag-
ers in the past 10 years.

Pittsburgh has a chance 
to make the playoffs, if the 
Pirates can win their divi-
sion. 

The last time the Pirates 
were that successful on the 

field was 1992 when they had 
outfielder Barry Bonds, who 
went on to break several hit-
ting records in the major 
leagues.

The Pirates are drawing 
out more fans because of their 
success on the field. 

The last time the Pirates 
sold this many tickets was 10 
years ago in 2001 when PNC 
Park first opened and they 
sold about 2.4 million tickets.

Compared to last year, the 
Pirates have sold 25 percent 
more tickets per game this 
season. 

They have averaged about 
24,000 fans per game this year, 
or almost 5,000 more than last 
year.

Pirates enjoying increased fan support

Terrence Mims/The Urban Agenda

The Pittsburgh Pirates drew large crowds to series with the Chicago Cubs

Anthony Cave/The Urban Agenda

The legacy of the Pittsburgh Courier is on display at the 
Heinz History Center.

“It’s a great idea 
for players [to go 
overseas]” 

—NBA fan John Mangaluzzi
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